
Specialty Subject Areas Term 1 Overview 
Including Performing Arts, Indonesia, Health, PE and Science 

 

 

 
Learning Area: Primary Performing Arts   Teacher: Bronwyn George 
 
Choir 
Years 5, 6 and 7 students will be rehearsing and learning their songs towards their Festival Theatre performance term 3. The choir 
will also have opportunities to perform locally throughout the year. 
 
Middle Primary 
Drama - Students will explore elements through playing roles and improvising. Students will relate actions to everyday life situations, 
varying voice and movement to create a character when devising drama. Students will take into consideration time, place and 
narrative structure. 
 
Music - students will extend their understanding of the elements of music as they develop their abilities to match pitch and show the 
direction of a tune with hand gestures or drawings. Students will develop skills to recognise and discriminate between rhythm and 
beat while using Percussion family instruments.  
 
Dance - students will extend their body awareness as they incorporate actions using different body parts, body zones and bases. 
Students will in groups explore and experiment with directions, time, using objects and props. Students will structure movements to 
dance sequences.  
 
Upper Primary 
Drama - Students will collaboratively explore elements of drama developing understandings of varying characters through voice and 
movement. Extending their knowledge and use of situation, focus, tension, space and time with performing. Students will use varying 
language ideas to create dramatic actions, considering mood and emotion to create an atmosphere in performance.  
 
Music - students will explore rhythm, pitch, dynamics and expression, form and structure that build elements of music. Students will 
use rhythm, pitch to compose and perform music. They will develop expressive skills by singing and playing instruments from the 
Percussion family. 
 
Dance - students will expand their awareness of the body as they combine movement and actions. Students will extend their 
understanding and use of space, time, dynamics and relationships including performing in groups of varying sizes. Students will 
structure movements to dance sequences. 
 

Learning Area: Junior Performing Arts    Teacher: Shirley Kelly 
 
Focus Topics 
‘Me and my family”/Animal families/ The Percussion family. 
 
Music - The students will explore sounds as they learn to listen to and make music. They will learn to discriminate between sounds 
and silence and loud and soft sounds.  They will learn to move and perform with beat and tempo. The students will be exposed to a 
wide range of nursery rhymes, songs, games, stories and chants.  
They will learn about instrument families, identify their different sounds, play a variety of percussion instruments, practise being a 
conductor and discuss what makes ‘an orchestra’. 
 
Dance - The students will explore fundamental movements safely to improvise dance ideas, e.g. running, walking, twisting, turning, 
marching, stomping, crawling and so on. The children will develop body awareness and expressive skills to communicate through 
movement confidently and creatively. 
Each lesson will begin with a ‘Health Hustle’ from the resource “Energy Yoga for Cosmic kids” and “Disco for Cosmic Kids”. 
The children will have the opportunity to dance and move individually, in pairs, groups and whole class to a wide range of music, 
songs and rhymes. 
 
Drama - The students will explore and learn about role, relationships and narrative through dramatic play, role-play and improvisation 
as they explore and act out stories, songs, music and rhymes. They will learn how their ideas can be expressed through role and 
story, and how they can use their voice, facial expression, movement and space to imagine and establish their role and situation. 
 



Learning Area: Health and PE     Teacher: Mitchell Jonas 
 
Reception 
This term we will be focusing on minor games from weeks 1-3. Students will learn and develop personal and social skills while 
demonstrating how to move safely and efficiently. From weeks 3-8 students will be focusing on basketball. During this unit we will 
develop our catching, passing and ball control skills. Students will develop their abilities in performing fundamental skills and 
movement challenges. From weeks 8-11 we will be focusing on jump rope skills. Students will learn the basics of how to skip with a 
rope.  
 
Year 1 and 2 
This term we will be focusing on minor games from weeks 1-3. Students will learn and develop personal and social skills while 
demonstrating how to move safely and efficiently. From weeks 3-8 students will be focusing on basketball. During this unit we will 
continue to develop our catching, passing and ball control skills. Students will develop their abilities in performing fundamental skills 
and movement challenges. From weeks 8-11 we will be focusing on jump rope skills. Students will continue to learn the basics of 
how to skip with a rope and explore other tricks and skills. 
 
Year 2 and 3 
This term in weeks 1-3 we are focusing on minor games. Students will develop personal and social skills in a variety of games. 
Games will allow students to develop movement skills and solve challenges. From week 3-8 students will be focusing on basketball. 
During this unit we will continue to develop our catching, passing and ball control. We will also focus on strategies in using these 
skills in small games. In weeks 8-11 we will be focusing on jump rope skills. Students will start developing new skills and tricks. 
 
 
Year 3 and 4 
This term in weeks 1-3 we are focusing on minor games. Students will develop personal and social skills in a variety of games. 
Games will allow students to develop movement skills and solve challenges. From week 3-8 students will be focusing on basketball. 
During this unit we will continue to develop our catching, passing and ball control. We will also focus on strategies in using these 
skills in small games. In weeks 8-11 we will be focusing on jump rope skills. Students will start developing new skills and tricks. 
Students will also develop a skipping performance to show the rest of the class. 
 
Year 5, 6 and 7 
This term we will be focusing on invasion game sports. An invasion game is the term used for any game where the aim is to attack 

an opponent's territory and score a goal or point. Usually consisting of teams of equal players these fast paced games focus on 

teamwork, keeping possession, scoring and defending. Examples of invasion games include football, soccer and handball. 

Students will explore a wide variety of invasion games working as a team to develop strategies to keep possession, attack and 

defend. Students will develop movement sequences and skills in a variety of invasion game sports. 

 

Learning Area: Junior Science     Teacher: Julie Gilbert 
 

Biological Sciences 
Reception and Year 1 
During term 1 students will engage in Biological Sciences. They will explore living things and learn about basic needs, including food, 
air, shelter and water. Students will investigate living things in a range of situations such as pets, plants in the garden and animals in 
their natural habitat. They will identify external features and learn how body parts are used for moving and feeding. They will use a 
variety of methods to sort information including drawings, discussions and comparing observations with others.  
 
Year 2 
During term 1 students will engage in Biological Sciences. They will observe and care for living creatures. Students will identify 
external features and learn how body parts have adapted to assist with moving, protection and feeding. They will explore different 
characteristics of life stages in animals such as egg, caterpillar and butterfly. Students will identify features of plants such as leaves 
and roots and be able to explain their purposes such as making food and obtaining water. They will use a variety of methods to sort 
information including drawings, discussions and comparing observations with others.  
 
Years 3 and 4 
During term 1 students will engage in Biological Sciences. They will observe and care for living creatures. Students will learn about 
characteristics and adaptions of living things. They will group living things on the basis of observable features. They will investigate 
ways that living things depend on each other and the environment to survive. Students will learn about the roles of living things in a 
habitat, for instance producers, consumers or decomposers. They will use explanations, illustrations and graphical representations 
to communicate ideas to other students.  



Learning Area: Primary Science     Teacher: Donna Clark 
 
Year 3 and 4 
This term, students will be learning about how living things can be grouped on the basis of observable features, and that they can be 
distinguished from non-living things. Students will also gain understanding on lifecycles and how living organisms depend on each 
other and the environment to survive. Students will also be able to recognize that interactions between living things may be 
competitive or mutually beneficial. 
 
Year 5 and 6 
Students will be exploring how living things have structural features and adaptations in order to help them survive in their 
environments. They will obtain knowledge on how the growth and survival of living things are affected by physical conditions of their 
environment. There will be research on how particular organisms live in extreme environments such as Antarctica or a desert.  
 
Year 6 and 7 
Students will gain understanding that the growth and survival of living things are affected by physical conditions of their environment. 
They will explore how certain organisms adapt in extreme environments, in order to survive. Students will learn how classification 
helps organise the diverse group of organisms; and explore interactions between organisms, including the effects of human activities 
and how they can be represented by food chains and webs. 
 

Learning Area: Junior Indonesian    Teacher: Bu Annie 
 
In learning our first language we spend a lot of time listening to language before we begin to produce the spoken word. We are using 
that approach with second language learning at Goolwa Primary School. In the class we use very simple stories. We are using a 
limited range of words and practice using them lots of times in different ways. This is the way students acquire their first language. 
Students are asked lots of questions and asked to respond with gestures, single words and drawing pictures. The student’s main job 
is to listen and understand (if they don’t understand they signal to the teacher and we will be looking for understanding). It is our job 
to present the words and stories so that they do understand. 
 
As students become increasingly literate they also respond with writing, reading dependent on their age is one of the ways to provide 
input to the students. We plan to keep records of the stories the classes have produced so that students have material they can read 
independently. 
 
We have started using the words for words such as name, my name, sit, stand, run as well as classroom instructions. We are working 
on a story ‘Pleased to meet you’ and then stories about a ‘Naughty baby’ and ‘Closing the door’. The complexities of the stories 
change as the students get older. 
 
As students become older we have classroom jobs to help with the students language learning. There are jobs such as the Secretary, 
Time Keeper, Photographer, The Police Person (helps us to keep in the target language for as long as possible) as well as others 
that develop over the course of a year. 
 

Learning Area: Primary Indonesian    Teacher: Pak Tim 
 
Students will be immersed in language learning through stories, listening, reading and interacting. We will be focusing on the story 
bad baby in middle primary and in upper primary, students will be focusing on kotor kamar (dirty room). After introducing classroom 
procedures such as job roles, menghitung kata (word counter), menghitung waktu (timer), tukang foto (photographer) sekritaris 
(secretary), we will begin focus on language acquisition. 
 
Next we will begin working on the stories. Each story will be unique to each class as they decide the characters and actions, keeping 
it engaging and personalised. Once we have our storied classes will work with them to create drawing, offshoot stories, new ending 
and personalised reproductions. 
 
 
If you would like to contact us, ask about your child in Indonesian please ring the school and we will get back to you on Tuesdays 
(Pak Tim} and Wednesdays or Thursdays {Bu Annie}.  
 
Pak Tim teaches all of the upstairs classrooms and Miss Roberts’ 3/4 class and Bu Annie teaches the Junior Primary classes and 
Mrs McLeod’s and Bu Julia and Mr May’s 3/4 classes. 

 


