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NEWSLETTER 
 

No. 18 
 

NOVEMBER 1 
 

FOR YOUR DIARY… 
 
 

November 2017 
1 Rm 4 & 12 Zoo Excursion 
 Working Bee 3.15-5pm 
6 Swimming starts Rm 1, 12, 15 & 16 
7 1st Kindy Transition and Parent 

Information Session 9.30am 
9 Kenmore Camp Celebration 
15 2nd Kindy Transition 9.30am 
 Parent Information Session 6pm 
16 Spring Disco 

Nunga Graduation 
20 STUDENT FREE DAY 
21 Swimming starts Rm 4, 13 & 14 
22 Monarto Zoo Camp Rm 3 and 

Rm 1 Year 4’s 
23 Monarto Zoo Camp Rm 2 and 

Rm 1 Years 3’s 
27 Yr7-8 Transition VHHS 
 

December 2017 

*********************************** 
1 TWILIGHT FAIR 
 

*********************************** 
13 Year 7 Graduation 
15 Last day of term, early dismissal 
 

IN THIS EDITION… 
 

 From Leadership 
Class placements 2018 

 Awards 

 Kondoli Whale visit 

 Room 3 

 Free Counselling Service 

 Fund my neighbourhood 

 Schoolfit Exersite 

 Community News 

 

 
 

 

NEWS LE TTE R  
“Quality Education in a Caring Environment”  

 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

PAT Maths and PAT reading tests are compulsory tests for students in Years 3-7. The tests are 
taken at the end of term 3 each year. We are able to track children’s progress through these 
tests and see if they match our Naplan results and teacher information over the year.  We are 
also able to use the tests to see exactly what maths or reading skills the students need to work 
on. This is called diagnostic testing. We also choose to test our Year 1s and 2s.  On the pupil 
free day on November 20th, we will be looking at our results summatively – examining trends, if 
we meet DECD standard, if are we getting good growth – both in Naplan and in PAT. We then 
look at our results diagnostically to see if we have areas for growth in certain skills and 
concepts in any particular year level or group of students.  We also use these test results and 
teacher information to ascertain which students receive learning support in the literacy and 
maths intervention programs. The results below are based on the results of the children that sat 
the tests. Next year I would like to see a higher percentage of our students in attendance on 
test days. 
 

Reading 
DECD standard score 

(a “c” grade) 
Our average for yr level 

Year 3 95 99.2 
Year 4 106 116.4 
Year 5 112 121 
Year 6 118 125.8 
Year 7 120 128 

 

Maths 
DECD standard score 

(a “c” grade) 
Our average for yr level 

Year 3 101 106 
Year 4 110 115 
Year 5 112 120 
Year 6 120 124 
Year 7 121 127 

 

On the first Tuesday of this term, after school, our teachers and the Port Elliot teachers had a 
joint staff meeting. Year level teachers worked together to form a summative task in Maths on 
place value that would add to the portfolio of testing and student work throughout the year. This 
is what teachers use to write the students’ end of year grades.  Our specialist staff worked with 
their colleagues from Port Elliot on moderating work samples and discussing their specific 
subject. Being a smallish school, it is good for GPS teachers to work with teachers from other 
sites to have broad and deep discussions on curriculum and pedagogy (the art of teaching). In 
term 1 next year, the whole of the Fleurieu Partnership will be participating in the same sort of 
work. 
 

CLASS PLACEMENTS 2018 

As mentioned in a previous newsletter, teachers are about to start the class placement process 
for 2018. On Wednesday 13th December, after afternoon break, students will visit their new 
classroom, with their new classmates and in most instances, meet their new teacher. This 
information will be on a letter for parents, enclosed with the students’ end of year reports also 
on Wednesday 13th December.  Of course, if we suddenly had a large number of enrolments or 
students leave, we may have to adjust classes over the summer break.  We would keep the 
school community informed if this was to be the case. 
 
 

Kind regards, 
 
Louisa Guest      Kym Palka     Letitia Hayward 
Principal       Deputy Principal    Wellbeing Leader 
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AWARDS & ASSEMBLY 

 

Congratulations to the following students who received an 
award at the recent School Assembly. 
 

Room 1 
Connor – giving an excellent, informative morning talk to the 
class. 
Cruz – bravely, kindly and sensibly helping an injured friend. 
Room 3 
Holly – always being positive and being inclusive of others. 
Imogen – your constant positivity and friendly nature. 
 

Room 7 
Caleb – being a reliable crossing monitor. 
Hayley – being a reliable crossing monitor. 
 

Room 12 
Emily – for being a caring and supportive friend to her peers. 
Kezrah – Great reading improvement. 
 

Literacy Lab 
Aria, Alice and Lilli – showing great persistence with improving 
their reading skills. 
 

Aboriginal Community Education 
Chloe and Lachie – helping with the Kondoli Whale visit. 
 

 

KONDOLI WHALE VISIT 

 

 
 

Last week we were lucky enough to have Kondoli the Whale 
here at GPS. Kyla McHughes and I told the Kondoli Dreaming 
story in the tent for each class, as well as another beautiful 
story with great morals. We were able to include some 
Ngarrindjeri language that we have learnt, particularly for the 
names of animals that were in the stories. Some of the animal 
designs were drawn by reception children from GPS and 
PEPS (who of which would be in Yr 7 now!). Some Yr 6 and 7 
students helped with the cutting out and a community art group 
led by Barbary O'Brien did the amazing stitch work! It would 
have taken a considerable amount of time. The detail is 
fantastic. Some of the characters from Kondoli are sewn into 
the wall of the whale. I think it's safe to say that Kondoli was 
enjoyed by all! 
Jade McHughes - ACEO 
 

   
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

 
Miss Condo and her partner 
Phil are happy to announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Millie May Hunter. She was 
born 10/10/2017 at 9:08pm, 
weighing 3.09kg. Thanks to 
the Goolwa Primary School 
Community for all of the love 
and well-wishes we have 
received! 
 
 
 
 

ROOM 3 
 

Composting Our Fruit Scraps 
Our class has started using a compost tumbler. We have 
compostable bags that we are putting food scraps into, and 
once they get full, we put the 
compost into the tumbler. When 
the tumbler gets full, we put food 
scraps into a green curb-side bin, 
which is collected on Gardiner 
Street. Most of the school is now 
collecting food scraps, which go 
into the green curb side bins, as 
we have too much to turn into 
compost ourselves. This has 
greatly reduced the amount of 
waste going to landfill. 
 
You could start composting at home. You can buy the green 
compostable bags from the Alexandrina Council/ Library, or 

you can just put your food 
scraps in the green bin. 
The point of the 
compostable bag is so 
the bin does not turn 
yucky. 
 
 
 

“You can also buy a tumbler. Our 
class did research on how to use a 
tumbler. Some of the facts we found 
out include that you have to put a 
tumbler in the sun, only fill it up to 70% 
and have a mix of wet and dry 
materials. One of the advantages to 
using a tumbler is it produces compost 
much more quickly, which you can 
then put into your garden for great 
nutrients. I hope this article has taught 
you how easy it is to recycle food 
waste.” 
By Jett Reid 

 

 



Swimming Lessons 
The following paragraphs are excerpts from children’s 
recounts. We have been working on using more descriptive 
phrasing and evaluative language. The children typed their 
recounts and e-mailed their favourite paragraph to Mr 
Weatherill, if they wished for it to be included in the newsletter. 
 

“First we started to learn 
about safety strokes. My 
favourite safety strokes were 
frog kick, pin drop and doggy 
paddle. I also liked back 
sculling because it was simple 
and easy to do. I liked doggy 
paddle because it was a really 

easy and quick move to pick up. I didn’t mind treading water, 
but it kind of got boring after a while.” 
By Tara 
 

“Monday: I felt a rush of 
excitement go through me as 
12:55pm drew near. We 
changed into our bathers, 
packed up, and lined up. In all 
the excitement, my mind 
wandered “What group will I 
be in? Which bus will we 

take? What will….” “Come on, Ebony,” said Ellyse. We then 
got on the bus. We had lots of fun, some people even sang 
silly songs like the Wheels On the Bus and other songs, while 
others looked at the scenery.” 
By Ebony 
 
“On the 25th, which was a 
Wednesday, we did all of our 
survival strokes, however 
there was a twist… at the 
start we had to swim four 
laps and at the end we had 
to swim six in a row! It was 
challenging, but I had a lot of 
fun. Frank’s group had to bring a long sleeve jumper/top and 
long loose pants. They had to wear life jackets (PFD’S).” 
By Ella 
 

“I think it will be really fun. My 
group has the best instructor 
and we have mostly focused 
on survival strokes. It was fun 
when we had to pretend that 
there was an oil leak on the 
ship and it went into the water 

on fire. We had to do a combat entry into the water and swim 
under the water looking up, so we could see when the 
imaginary fire ended. It was so much fun.” 
By Jett 
 

 

WORKING BEE TONIGHT 
WEDNESDAY 1st NOVEMBER 

3.15 – 5pm 
Please RSVP to the front office asap. 

 

 

“Wednesday: we had to do 3 
then 6 then 8 laps of the pool. 
I was tired. Then at the deep 
end, we learned how to go 
down with feet first and 
grabbed the toy seal. We did 
an activity where you 

pretended you were on a boat and oil got on the water and 
caught fire. Then we jumped in feet first and swam underwater 
doing back sculling. I ran out of breath, but that was how to get 
off the boat and swim to safety.” 
By Milly 
 
“On Tuesday, we kept practising our safety strokes and we 
looked for toys on the bottom of the pool. We also learnt to 
duck dive and tread water. Then we did free style swimming.” 
By Imogen 
 

FREE COUNSELLING SERVICE 
 

Parents and caregivers please note that we have our free 
counselling service back at our school. The child psychologist, 
Cathi, runs her own practise at Victor Harbor and has a 
background in child and youth. If you would like to access this 
service please ask Letitia Hayward our School Wellbeing 
Leader for a referral. Then access a free mental health care 
plan from your GP and bring that to your first appointment with 
Cathi and your child. If you have any questions about this 
process please contact Letitia. 
 

 
 

 

 

REMINDER: STUDENT FREE DAY 
 

MONDAY 20th NOVEMBER 
 



 

 
 
The school is planning on purchasing this Replas (recycled plastic products) Schoolfit Exersite cluster equipment (installing it on the 
grass area near the gym and basketball court). Money raised at Twilight Fair on Friday 1st December will go towards this purchase. 
 
 

 
 



 
DISCO 

Thursday 16th November 
 

 

Years R – 3    4.30 – 5.30pm 
Years 3 – 7    6.00 – 7.30pm 

 

Theme – Neat casual dress 
No eating or drinking in the Gym 

BBQ starts at 4pm 
Sausage Sizzle - $2 

Drinks – water or juice - $1 
Cupcakes - 50cents 

Gold coin donation entry 
 
 

Please note change in start time. Children need to be collected 
from the Gym promptly at the end of their disco session. 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 BASKETBALL CLUB 
 

U8’S Training 
 

Thursday Nights at the Goolwa Sports Stadium 
3:30pm till 4:30pm $10 a term 
Run by Tim Round, Magic Basketball President 
 

 It will be a great introduction to Basketball 
 

 Learn the fundamentals of basketball 
 

 Come along and play some fun games 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Friday November 10th  7 pm 

 

Covenant Family Centre 
54 Hill St, Port Elliot 

Quizmaster: Mr Ian Milne 
In aid of Public Schools Pastoral Care Workers (Chaplains) 

Tables of 8 – 10, BYO nibbles and drinks (no alcohol) 
Water/tea/coffee available, COST: $10 P.P. 

Bookings essential to Wazzaf42@gmail.com or 85521170 
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