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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

November 
14  DISCO 
15  SAPOL visit 
19  STUDENT FREE DAY 
20-21 Swimming Rm 3, 15 &16 
23  Yr 7 VHHS Orientation 
26-28 Swimming Rm 3, 15 &16 
29  Zoo Excursion 
29  Nunga Graduation 
 
 

December 
3  Rm 7 Aquatics 
5  Volunteers lunch 
10  Rm 6 Aquatics 
11  Rm 9 Aquatics 
12  Year 7 Graduation 
14  Last day of term 
  Early dismissal 2.15pm 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Goolwa Primary School students were 
honoured to be invited to participate in 
the Remembrance Day ceremony at the 
Goolwa RSL sub branch last Sunday. 
Our school leaders, Jack and Jordyn, 
read the response to “In Flanders Field” 
beautifully. The other students involved 
in the services each held a photo of a 
soldier from our local area who died 
during World War One. Many thanks to 
the following families for bringing their 
children along: Broeckelmann, Rosser, 
Maynard, Gilbert, Spencer, Allsop and 
Yeoward. It was lovely to see other 
school families at the ceremony too. 
LEST WE FORGET. 
 

 
 

 
 

2019 SCHOOL LEADERS 
School leader elections will be occurring this Friday, 16th November at 12.30pm in the gym. All 
Year 6 students are eligible to stand and must submit a selection slip to Mrs Guest, at the front 
office, by Wednesday 14th. 
 

Louisa Guest      Adele Kenny      Jean Waddington 
Principal       Deputy Principal     Wellbeing Leader 
 

Louisa.Guest741@schools.sa.edu.au  Adele.Kenny426@schools.sa.edu.au  Jean.Waddington573@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

 

STUDENT FREE DAY 

MONDAY 19th NOVEMBER 
As there are no bookings, the student free day service at Camp Australia will not run. 

Port Elliot Primary School do not have a student free day so there is no service at that school either. 
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AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly. 
 

Room 1 
Charlie – wrote a detailed “Persuasive Text” giving lots of reasons as to why the ‘forest’ should not be cut down. 

Oliver S – being a willing and helpful class member, just doing things that need to be done! 
 

Room 2 
Thomas – being a kind and caring member of Room 2. 

Django – being a fantastic role model when someone else was not making great choices. 
 

Room 3 
Gene – contributing more to class discussions. 

Chloe – regularly going out of your way to help your peers when they are upset (amongst many other positives). 
 

Room 4 
Vincent – for being an exceptional class leader. 

Chris – for his positive attitude towards all activities. 
 
 

Room 7 
Josh – for creating amazing acrostic poems. 
 

Room 9 
Tegan – tackling new math concepts with confidence. 

Ronnie – confidence in tackling new learning challenges. 
 

Room 10 
Ryder – treating adults and students with respect. 

Caitlin – demonstrating resilience in all that she does. 
 

Room 13 
Caitlyn – being a compassionate and understanding friend by helping a peer who was injured. 

Siena – going back and improving her writing using our bump it up steps. 
 

Room 14 
Ruby and Byron – helping next years receptions transition to school. 
 

Literacy Lab 
BJ, Sari, Josh P, Tyler F, Winney and Dee – completing MiniLit. 
 

Choir Southern Music Festival 
Tamika, Hunta, Ellyse, Tegan and Amalie – well done for taking part in the Southern Music Festival Choir. 

 

 
 

Bookclub Orders due 
Thursday 22nd November 

 
 
 

 



ROOM 3 and 10 ARBURY PARK CAMP 
 

The following paragraphs are extracts from children's recounts about camp. 
 

“It was the first day back from holidays and I had many emotions. I had been waiting all holidays for this Arbury Park camp. While loading 
the bus with all our luggage it was an amazing feeling of excitement. But it felt like the drive went for hours even though it was only 1hr 
and 10 minutes long. When we finally arrived, I was extremely excited and a bit nervous. We went straight to the meeting shelter to 
discuss what was going to happen for the rest of the day.” 
By Demi 
 

 
 
“On the first day of school my class, some of Miss McLeod’s, Kellie's and Mrs R’s class went on a 3 day camp to Arbury Park. When the 
busses got to school we packed them.” 
By Ashlee M 
 
“After morning tea, we did orienteering with a partner [Demi]. Orienteering is where you use a map and there are numbers on the map 
at different spots. You had to navigate your way and if you got to the right spot there would be a letter. You had to write it down on a 
piece of paper and once you got all the letters you had to unjumble them and it would say four different words. It was confusing but fun. 
Demi and I got it a bit wrong so it didn’t say what it was meant to.” 
By Billie 
 

 
 
“At the end of morning tea, Lou announced that we would have a fire drill. After that, we went to our dorms and set up. I bunked with 
Kimberly. We set up then we heard lots of bell noises and we ran to where we were told. We got split up into our groups. Our teacher 
was Janna; she was really nice. First we sat on wooden seats in a stringy bark forest. Janna spoke about the school values and how 
they relate to ours. Then we did orienteering with a partner. My partner was Kimberly. Kimberly and I were so excited to do this. So off 
we went. We ran around all of Arbury Park. I got puffed out after a while. We were one of the first pairs that finished.” 
By Grace 



 
“We washed our hands and went to the dining room to have morning tea. We had orange juice and we had muffins and fruit after morning 
tea.” 
By Yasmin 
 

   
 
“After morning tea, we had Mission Survival, which was so fun but all of us got super duper muddy. Mission Survival is a team challenge 
and we had to get past three obstacles, which were all really hard and took up lots of time, but it was really fun. The first challenge was 
to get past about 20 metres of quicksand (the quicksand was in your imagination, in reality, it was dirt) and it was really hard because 
we still got some things to 'float' on, but we really needed to use our heads for these activities. It was good exercise for your brain and 
physically. The second activity was the spider web. We had to go through the spider wed holes. The third was to get across a really fast 
flowing steam (Again your imagination, in reality, it was not even moving), with some rope and I felt scared but excited!” 
By Kimberly 
 
“The web of life game is where you need to collect food and water but if you get caught by the predators you have to give them a life. 
And the top predators can eat other predators. But if the people point at any of the animals they all have to give the people a point.” 
By Aiden 
 

   
 
“Then we did web of life. I was a herbivore. I could be eaten and die from a carnivore, top predator, human or natural disaster.” 
By Jude 
 
“After a day, we went to our groups and did some activities. After that we had afternoon tea. The food was so good. Then we did another 
activity. The one I did was so hard.” 
By Connor 
 

   
 

CROSS COUNTRY TRAINING 
 

Are you turning 10 or older next year? 
Would you like to take part in the 2019 Cross Country Race? 
Training starts 30th October, Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 8.15am. Meet Mrs Kellett under the shelter shed. 
 
 



ROOM 4 NEWS 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                          
 
 

                     
 

                                                                                                              
 
 
 

                                                                                            
 
 
 

 
“Last Monday we rode the bus from Goolwa to Victor R-7 
School. We then got into the pool for lessons. Our group went 
into the deep end. We had to do sculling all the way back to 
the shallow end. We had fun. We can’t wait until free time.” 
By Tosh, Tom, Harry and Lilly. 

 
“This year we have been learning online chess. Now we are 
doing the real thing every Tuesday afternoon. Everyone 
plays! We love chess because it challenges the mind and you 
learn about strategies.” 
By Odin, Seb, Oliver and Iby 
 

 

Congratulations to Indiana and Odin who have read 

more than 100 nights of reading this year.  

 
“We have been writing to pen pals in England. We have a 
photo of what the school looks like. We can’t wait to get 
replies from our friends.” 
By Bella and Charlie 

 
“We have hermit crabs and many spiny leaf 
insects. We let the crabs walk around. The class 
takes in turns looking after them and taking them 
home.” 
By Chris, Maya and Layla 



SRC VISIT TO PARLIAMENT HOUSE 

 

 
 

 
 
“Early in the morning on a Monday, twelve people went on a bus to Parliament House in Adelaide. It took nearly two hours to get there 
in the bus. When we all got there, we had a snack. We had a walk around Adelaide for about ten minutes or more. The tour started at 
about 11am. We met with Mr David Basham. Parliament House was really big. It was like a mansion that had four floors. It had an 
underground area and that was really big. There was a security screen that we all had to put our bags in and a scanner. The two upstairs 
places we didn’t get to go in. The tour lasted for an hour and twenty minutes. When we got out of Parliament House we all had lunch at 
the same picnic spot that we had a snack at in the morning. Then we went on the bus to go back to school. We got back at school at 
three thirty and then we all got picked up by our parents to go home.” 
By Lola-May 
 

WATER SAFETY / SWIMMING / AQUATICS TIMETABLE 

 

WEEK DATES SWIM TIME CLASS 

6 & 7 20, 21, 26, 27, 28 November 10.30am Rm 16 Mrs Beadman 

6 & 7 20, 21, 26, 27, 28 November 11.30am Rm 15 Mrs Anderson 

6 & 7 20, 21, 26, 27, 28 November 1.30pm Rm 3 Mr Weatherill 

8 Mon 3 December 8.55am Rm 7 Miss Bugg 

9 Mon 10 December 8.55am Rm 6 Mr Crickmar 

9 Tue 11 December 8.55am Rm 9 Mr CB 

9 Fri 14 December 8.55am Rm 6, 7 & 9 
 

 

SCHOOL REMINDERS 

 

Please ensure all consent forms and payments for excursions, camps, swimming etc are up to date. If you 
are having trouble making payments, please see Mrs Johnston at the front office to discuss a payment 
plan. 

 
 

LABEL EVERYTHING. 
And please check the lost property for any missing items. There are loads of clothes and containers waiting to be 
collected by their owners. 

 



CLASS PLACEMENT GUIDELINES 

 

Rationale 
 
A clearly defined process for the placement of students into classes will lead to increased understanding of class formation and greater 
efficiency. The nature of GPS’s student population, together with the Department for Education Student Centred Funding Model, informs 
our class structures. 
 
Outlined below is the process we use at GPS to place students in their respective classes for the start of the year. Also included are 
frequently asked questions that families have asked about class placement. GPS staff are committed to meeting the educational needs 
of all students. A great deal of thought, planning and time goes into placing children into classes each year. 
 
When placing students in classes, the school will consider a range of information in order to form educationally and socially balanced 
classes. Classes will be formed to best meet the needs of the students within the constraints of the resources provided. Class structures, 
class compositions and the allocation of students to classes, are all developed through consultation with staff and the Leadership Team. 
 

Criteria that we use to make up class lists 
 
Factors influencing class structures: 

 The educational needs of the students 

 The projected number of students in each year level 

 The ratio of girls to boys 

 Projected enrolments during the year based on past trends 

 The number of teachers employed at the school 

 Resources and facilities 
 
Factors which are considered in the placement of students include: 

 Learning needs 

 Behaviour 

 Gender 

 Learning and social networks 

 Social and emotional maturity 

 Family situations eg twins, siblings 
 
The Leadership Team and teaching staff will decide the placement of individual students. Family input regarding theirs child’s educational 
needs will be considered when it aligns with the placement criteria. 
 

Process for placing students into classes 

 
Based on the criteria listed, GPS staff meet early Term 4 to establish classes for the following school year. During this process, changes 
and adjustments are made. Each change may trigger a chain reaction of other changes. Proposed class lists are then submitted to the 
leadership team for final ratification. Student class placements will be communicated to families in conjunction with Term 4 Student 
Reports. The successful implementation of these guidelines ensures smooth transition from year to year with the learning and wellbeing 
of every student in the school being paramount. 
 

Frequently asked questions 

 
Why does the school have some composite classes instead of having all straight year level classes? 
Staffing is dependent upon the enrolment in each grade. The class distribution is considered on the basis of student numbers. The 
distribution of classes may change each year according to enrolments in the school and the effects of different numbers in each class or 
year group. 
 
My child is in a composite class, will they be disadvantaged? 
No, within any classroom setting there is a diverse range of abilities where the teacher is required to differentiate. In accordance with the 
Australian Curriculum, all students area assessed according to their assigned year level. 
 
My child has not been placed with one of their nominated friends? 
All children are placed with one of their nominated friends – this may differ from the requests of families. Students are asked to nominate 
people in their year level that they work well with and support them with their learning. 
 
 



Frequently asked questions continued 

 
Can I request a particular teacher for my child either in writing or through discussion with my child’s present teacher? 
No, this is not part of the class placement process. 
 
Can I provide information to support the informed placement of my child? 
Yes, as long as the information aligns with the placement criteria stated. 
 
Why haven’t my requests been actioned? 
All family requests are seriously considered and recorded. At times, family requests can be conflicting (to another family’s request, to the 
student’s request, from the professional opinion of the teacher). 
 
Do teachers request certain student placements into their classes? 
No, sometimes teachers are not assigned to classes until after the class placement process. Teachers focus on class balance to ensure 
a successful year for all classes. 
 
When I get my child’s class placement, can I request that it be changed? 
The class placements are considered final. Changes to placements are rare due to the fact they cause a chain reaction and impact on 
the class balance. We consider the learning and wellbeing of each individual during the placement process and families must realise 
their child is part of a complex equation in school placements. 
 
How can I help my child during this process? 
Families can help by supporting the informed decisions of the staff and ensuring all conversations with their children are positive and 
encouraging. 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


