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FOR YOUR DIARY… 
 
 

November 2017 
15 2nd Kindy Transition 9.30–11.30am 
 Parent Information Session 6-7pm 

16 Spring Disco 
Nunga Graduation 

20 STUDENT FREE DAY 
21 Swimming starts Rm 4, 13 & 14 
22 Monarto Zoo Camp Rm 3 and 

Rm 1 Year 4’s 
23 Monarto Zoo Camp Rm 2 and 

Rm 1 Years 3’s 
27 Yr7-8 Transition VHHS 
 

December 2017 

*********************************** 
1 TWILIGHT FAIR 
 

*********************************** 
5 Rm 7 & 9 excursion 
6 Volunteers Thank You Lunch 
10 Goolwa Christmas Pageant 
13 Year 7 Graduation 
14 JP News 
15 Last day of term, early dismissal 
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NEWS LE TTE R  
“Quality Education in a Caring Environment”  

 
 
 

 

STUDENT FREE DAY Monday 20 November 
The fourth and final Student Free Day for this year will be on Monday 20th November. 

Staff will be reviewing our 2017 Site Improvement Plan and 2018 planning. 
Contact Camp Australia directly on tel 1300 105 343 for OSHC, bookings essential. 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Further on in this edition of the newsletter, you will read about the 5 habits for happiness. I 
shared my thoughts about habit one, “attitude of gratitude” with the students at assembly on 
Friday afternoon. I am very grateful to have the privilege to work with our amazing students and 
staff. Every day the students of Goolwa PS demonstrate kindness, caring and co-operation 
towards each other and adults and that makes me feel very proud. I was particularly proud of 
their behavior at the Crows Assembly and the school Remembrance Day service last Friday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All children were quiet and respectful as befitting the occasion. Also on Friday, I showed a 
prospective family around the school. As we entered classrooms and walked around the 
schools, students greeted the visitors with a smile and a hello. The family commented at the 
end of their visit what a wonderful feel our school has. 
 

Three students represented our school at The Goolwa RSL Service on Saturday. They spoke 
beautifully, reciting a reply to the “In Flanders Field” poem read by Investigator College 
students. It was very lovely to see many GPS families there and other students proudly wearing 
our school uniform. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT SUMMER HOLIDAY 

VACATION CARE 

Unfortunately, our low numbers using the vacation care service means that it is not viable to run 
the service at our school over the Christmas break. The good news is that we are able to 
access the OSHC based at Port Elliot Primary School in the holidays. This is also run by Camp 
Australia. The service will run throughout the school holidays, only closing down for one week 
over Christmas. Families can book into Port Elliot Vacation Care by going to the website 
www.campaustralia.com.au and then choosing Port Elliot as the school in the parent portal. You 
then make a booking as usual. 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY MONDAY 20TH 

The whole staff will be working at school reviewing our teaching and learning programs for 
2017. At the start of each year, we form a plan called the School Improvement Plan. We set 
goals and targets and then at the end of the year, we measure our success against those. We 
use Naplan results, end of term 3 testing (PAT tests) and classwork to make these 
assessments. Some of the day will also be for teachers to work together to plan a strong “Back 
to school” program for the first week of school next year. 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 

Louisa Guest      Kym Palka     Letitia Hayward 
Principal       Deputy Principal    Wellbeing Leader 
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AWARDS & ASSEMBLY 

 

Congratulations to the following students who received an 
award at the recent School Assembly. 
 

Room 1 
Blair – for comforting an upset classmate to help him feel 
better. 
Lorena – always being one of the first students ready to begin 
lessons. 
 

Room 2 
Luke – persisting during a difficult maths lesson. 
Brooklyn – demonstrating great resilience during a difficult 
time. 
 

Room 3 
Malakai – your constant smile and friendly approach to all your 
peers and teachers. 
Andrew – struggling through the “learning pit’ and enjoying the 
rewards of new understanding. 
 

Room 4 
Kirra – the ‘hard’ thinking you have beeen showing in maths. 
Aleisha – continuing your maths thinking until you worked out 
a solution. 
 

Room 12 
Kezrah – for being a helpful and supportive class member. 
Shinea – for being a fantastic role model. 
 

Room 13/14 
Jade – staying focused and completing literacy tasks 
confidently. 
Kailey – working hard in all written language tasks and 
showing she can record her ideas using inventive spelling. 
Bella – being super organised each day, completing all tasks 
confidently and there to tidy up after others and her teachers. 
Oscar L – always being there to help and comfort his 
classmates when they are hurt or feel unhappy. 
 

Room 15/16 
Tormaigh – excellent written retell of Kondoli the whale. 
Hayley – counting syllables. 
Nathaniel – having a 2nd broken arm. 
Cyrus – counting to 8. 
 

ROB ANDERSON 

 

It is with sadness that I share the news of the passing of Karen 
Anderson's husband, Rob. Karen is one of our Early Years 
teachers and Rob was a former Principal of Goolwa Primary 
School from 1994 until mid 2004. 
 
Some of our parents fondly remember Rob as 
THEIR principal when they attended Goolwa 
PS. He was helpful, caring, responsive to 
students’ needs and friendly with a smile and 
a joke in his interactions. Rob was also 
instrumental in ensuring the redevelopment of 
the school. 
 
Our thoughts are with Karen and his daughters Penny and 
Kylie at this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 

YOUNG ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS 

 

“On Thursday the Young Environmental Leaders Group, Tayla, 
Asha, Rielle and Lillie went along with Mrs Gilbert to the last 
YEL excursion for the year. We had so much fun painting 
landscapes of the gorgeous views and local environment. We 
also played a water involved game and learnt that only 1% of 
the Earth’s water is available for human use. 2% is frozen or 
underground and the other 97% is salt water. We talked about 
the drought and ways to stop wasting water and to save our 
fresh water and beautiful environment. We learnt about salinity 
and how it affects our fresh water, flora and fauna. We enjoyed 
a calm stroll along the educational board walk and saw birds 
nesting and learnt some of the calls, as well as the names of 
their species. Later on, after lunch, we drove to a beautiful 
nursery and planted some native plants. We also learnt about 
how they grow the plants, where the plants go when they are 
ready to go back into the earth and much more. At the end of 
the excursion we were sad to leave our last YEL day. We 
thanked our YEL leaders and received our badges.” 
By Tayla G 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 



RIGHT BITE PILOT PROGRAM 

 

Great news! Our school has 
been selected to be involved in 
the Right Bite Pilot Program, 
which seeks to influence 
attitudes and knowledge 
around healthy eating. This 
term the students will get to 
taste platters of fruits and 
vegetables that are being 
prepared by our social work 
student and a parent helper. 
As part of the program, the 
school will receive free 
produce that we can use in a 
variety of ways, including 
platters in the classroom, at 
school community events and 
cooking lessons next year. We 
hope that your children will 
enjoy tasting the produce and perhaps try something new. 
Maybe you could ask your child what they tried this week? 
 

WORKING BEE 

 

 
 

As you can see from the photos, the front area of the school is 
starting to look neat and tidy. A happy band of weeding 
warriors worked very hard at our working bee to move bark 
chips from the back of the oval to the area in front of the 
performing arts building. We also would like to thank 
Catscratch for getting our new map and welcome signs ready 
in time for our 2018 reception student transition visits. Many 
thanks to Ebony, Leon and Olivia Fletcher, Annie Beach, 
Vickie and Keely Morphett, Ellora Fletcher, Michelle, Anthony 
and Alyshia Foster, Justine Beadman, Pam Johnston, Wendy 
Caines, Julie Gilbert and Kym Palka. It would be lovely to see 
more families at our next working bee in term 1 - remember 
"many hands make light work!" 
 

 

ROOM 13 & 14 

 

In Room 13 & 14 during maths we have been exploring arrays. 
We used arrays for exploring number, groups of things, 
multiplication, patterns in numbers and building number facts. 
 
We used dice to play games and to make up sums. We could 
use arrays to investigate number patterns and place objects in 
columns and rows to make it easier to count groups of things. 
 
Arrays can be used for building 
multiplication facts in a more 
meaningful way. It makes it easier for 
children to memorise tables if they 
understand how these facts are 
derived. 
 
When students are adding another 
column of three objects, children can 
build the three-times tables for 
themselves.  
 
If children use this representation it also helps them  in 
understanding the process and provides a visual image for 
children to draw upon as they begin to use and memorise the 
basic number facts. 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 



T20 MILO CRICKET 

 

 
 
 

“On the 31st of October 8 students formed a mixed team and 
represented our school in the T20 Blast Milo Cricket 
competition. Kaiden, Lachie, Kira, Quianna, Lily, Joel, Reece 
and Alex all walked down to the local footy oval with Mr CB. 
Here we practiced as we waited for the other teams to arrive. 
We were run through the rules and then began playing cricket 
around 9:50 am against Mount Compass. We set up in a circle 
a rotated each over. On every second over the batters 
swapped with two more people. Fortunately, we won the first 
game and moved on to verse EFS. Here we set up again. 
Unfortunately, we lost this round. We had a 30 minute break 
after the second game. So we used this time to have lunch, 
have a team meeting and practice our balling, batting and 
catching. After the break we versed Encounter Lutheran. This 
game was better than our last and very intense but 
unfortunately we lost this game too. We moved quickly to our 
next station where we versed Myponga. This game was our 
best. We rotated quickly and smoothly. As the game finished 
we waited quietly while the scores were being add up. We 
won! This game we won by 247 points. As everyone’s final 
games ended we waited on the grass for the overall scores. 
Finally, the teams were announced in order from last to first. 
We sat and waited for our name 6th, 5th, 4th and 3rd Goolwa 
primary! We were all really surprised that we had come third 
out of eleven teams. As we grabbed our bags and high fived 
each other we talked about all the fun we had. We walked 
back to school just in time for recess.” 
By Kira F 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VOTE FOR OUR PROJECT!! 
ENHANCING THE GOOLWA PRIMARY 

SCHOOL OVAL FOR COMMUNITY USE. 
 

Go to www.fundmyneighbourhood.sa.gov.au 
 

Every vote counts 
Voting closes Monday 20th November 5pm 

 

CROWS GROWING WITH GRATITUDE 

 

  
 
Representatives from the Adelaide Football Club provided an 
engaging presentation and the Growing with Gratitude 
program at school last week. Students and staff particpated in 
the program and learnt about the 5 habits of happiness. 
 

5 habits of happiness 
1. Attitude of gratitude – what are you 

grateful for? 
 

3. Positive reflection – what are the good 
things in life 

4. Wellbeing warrior – active, rest, 
healthy food, water 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 



REMEMBRANCE DAY 

 

Thank you to Kasey, Lachie and Reece who represented the 
school on Remembrance Day on the weekend by participating 
in the official wreath laying ceremony at Goolwa. 
 

Remember in Poppies (RIP) 
Watch the beautiful red flowers shine their brightest 
as they flood our minds with the long lost fighters, 

all the soldiers armed and ready 
are the reason we are all steady, 
the nurses ready with their kits 

helped them hide back in their pits, 
every year we will remember 

those who died each November. 
We thank every nurse and man 

as they are the reason we still stand, 
they died so long ago 

but we still remember them at sunset glow, 
every 11-11 we hold our heads high 

to thank all who did die. 
Every year the poppies grow 

above the spirits that’ll always glow, 
we now wear poppies red 

 to follow those who once led, 
and the message we have caught 
from all that they have taught 

will always stay situated in our minds, 
as it’s time to say goodbye. 

By Kira F 

 
 
 

 
 
By Amelia 
 
 
 
 

 

 
DISCO 

Thursday 16th November 
 

 

Years R – 3    4.30 – 5.30pm 
Years 3 – 7    6.00 – 7.30pm 

 

Theme – Neat casual dress 
No eating or drinking in the Gym 

BBQ starts at 4pm 
Sausage Sizzle - $2 

Drinks – water or juice - $1 
Cupcakes - 50cents 

Gold coin donation entry 
 
 

Please note change in start time. Children need to be collected 
from the Gym promptly at the end of their disco session. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

TWILIGHT FAIR 

 

The 2018 Goolwa Primary School Twilight Community Fair is almost upon us. Friday 1st December. Staff and 
students have been busy preparing their stalls for the night, parents and volunteers have been selling raffle tickets. 
Tickets are $2 each and can be purchased from the front office. 
 

Teachers may have asked families to support classes on the night or prepare for the stalls. We are still looking for 

 Books suitable for the Second Hand Book stall (novels, children, cooking etc). 

 Funny props for the photo booth. 

 Donations for playdough making. 
Any donations can be left at the front office. 
 
A selection of old style, new and second hand uniforms will be available for purchase on the night as well. 
 

We wish to thank our sponsors and supporters, Catscratch design, Bendigo Bank and the Alexandrina Connect. 
 
 

KIDS MATTER 
 
 

Catch them being good 
Sounds too easy? 
What else might be needed? 
• Is what you have asked the child to do clear enough? Saying, “I want you to pick up the clothes off the floor in your room before you 
go out to play,” is clearer than saying, “I want you to tidy your room.” 
• Are you asking for behaviour that your child can do? Sometimes we ask children to do things that are too difficult for them without 
help. 
• Are you asking them to do too many things at once? 
• Do you find that you are getting angry with your child for things not done 
 

Something to try during the week 
Double the amount of praise you give your child for his or her efforts in the coming week. You may need to expand your own 
vocabulary so you have a variety of positive comments ready to encourage your child. 
 

Catch your child being good 
Keep a record of the behaviours you are pleased with. Reading them over together from time to time will be a positive experience for 
both you and your child. You may ask, “Is praise enough to motivate my child?” Praise and acknowledgement work in most cases, but 
sometimes you may need to add an incentive plan with rewards to help change behaviour. If you do add an incentive plan, think 
carefully about your choice of reward. Incentive plans usually work best for a short period of time (eg a few weeks). 
 

Ideas for a reward menu 
• Play game with parent or carer 
• Favourite (healthy) meal 
• Stay up late 
• Have a friend over 
• Use sports equipment 
• Use the computer 
 

Tips for using rewards effectively 
• Ask your child about what they like. If they suggest the reward, it will be more motivating. 
• Make sure the reward is realistic for you to give. 
• If the child becomes bored by use of the same reward, use a menu of 10 to 15 items to create variety. When your child meets his or 
her behaviour expectation, he or she selects one reward from the menu. 
• A mystery reward is also very motivating for most children. 
• If a child wants to earn a big reward (eg computer game, movie), you could use a token system. Each day he or she could earn 
tokens to be exchanged later for a bigger reward. 
• Emphasise social rewards and privileges over material rewards. Material rewards (eg toys, money) are expensive and often don’t 
work. Many children enjoy having time to spend with their parents or carers. Rewards involving time and activities with parents or 
carers can be reinforcing and promote good relationships at the same time. 
 
 
 
 

 

View KidsMatter information sheets online at www.kidsmatter.edu.au 
 

 
 
 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

COME SWIM WITH US 
Swimming is a great way to stay fit, have fun and 

make new friends. At Great Southern Swim Club all 
ages are welcome. Junior swimmers through to 

Masters swimmers. 
 

Great Southern Swim Club has two locations, the Fleurieu 
Aquatic Centre (FAC) with all year training and the Strathalbyn 

pool for summer only, training Oct to late March.  Evening 
sessions, Monday to Thursday at both locations, Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings at Strathalbyn and Saturday morning at 
FAC. 

 
COME N TRY 3 TIMES FOR FREE! 

 
Swimmers should be able to swim 50m freestyle, backstroke 

and breaststroke in a recognisable form. 
 

Competing is not essential and families can choose which 
carnivals work best for them. 

 
Questions? Email: greatsouthernsc@hotmail.com 

PH: 0455 324 060 
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