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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 

YEAR 7 GRADUATION 
 

It was my absolute pleasure to farewell 
our class of 2018 at this week's 
graduation ceremony. The students' 
behaviour at the ceremony and after, 
at the Golf Club dinner was 
impeccable and the community 
members who were also dining, made 
a point to come and talk to us about it. 
The students who received the awards 
were richly deserving. I am sharing my 
speech further in the newsletter so that 
they can have this newsletter as a 
momento of their leaving ceremony. I 
am very proud of all our Year 7s. 
Congratulations and good luck to all 
our graduating students. We wish 
them well as they prepare for 
secondary school and all the very best 
in their future endeavours. 
 
Well done to the following award winners 
Student of the Year  Emily Foxwell 
Citizenship    Jordyn Maynard & Jack Spencer 
English     Mia Trethewey   Mathematics  Oscar Channing 
Science     Jorja Hall     Indonesian  Joshua Bowyer 
Performing Arts   Ashley Nobbs   Visual Arts  Hannah Wallace 
Environment    Katrina Brown   Health & PE  Breanna Maynard 
School Services   Tayla Berry    Well Being  Ronnie Felix-Lawson 
Design & Technologies Alex Fairman    HASS    Isabella Featherstone 
 
 

FAREWELLS AND WELCOMES 
 

Thank you to all the relief teachers who have provided support at our school during the year. 
 
Thank you to our contract class and specialist teachers, some of whom may return and some 
whom may win contracts in other schools: Jess Hilton, Helen Maidment, Rowan Blake, Shirley 
Kelly, Alina Dik, Karen Dowling, Kellie O’Connell, Satish Lawson, Dominic May and Tyne 
Crickmar. We wish them well. Our Year 6/7 teacher Owen Cruickshanks-Boyd will be venturing 
off to Japan to teach for 12 months. We wish him and his family a wonderful experience and 
look forward to his return in 2020. 
 
We are pleased to announce Damien Brak will be in Room 14 and Ellen McGlen will be in 
Room 13 next year. And we welcome new faces to the team including Marian Paxton in Room 2 
and Liz Hayman will be in Room 16. We still have a number of positions to be filled. As we find 
these out we will put a post on our school Facebook page after 20th January or you can 
telephone the school and leave a message, and we will return your call as soon as possible. 
 
 

Louisa Guest      Adele Kenny      Jean Waddington 
Principal       Deputy Principal     Wellbeing Leader 
 

Louisa.Guest741@schools.sa.edu.au  Adele.Kenny426@schools.sa.edu.au  Jean.Waddington573@schools.sa.edu.au 
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PRINCIPAL SPEECH 
 

I would like to welcome our amazing Year 7 students, their friends and family, staff and all our very special guests. 
 
Tonight we come together to mark a special milestone in the lives of these young people.  These young people will soon transition to 
the next stage of their life - secondary schooling.  
 
I know that each one of you thinks differently about this next stage- a few of you are excited, some are nervous. You have mixed 
emotions about leaving the safety of this known environment and moving to the unknown - also about going from being the oldest in 
the school to the youngest. Some of you are taking this next step with your peers and some will face the challenge alone.  
 
Our relationship has differed to the one that you have with your teachers and parents – and it’s one that I’m honoured to have, as 
during this time, you have shared struggles and dreams with me, and I have counselled you through relationship issues and celebrated 
your successes. You have included me along the way and I am incredibly proud to have been your school principal for the last part of 
your primary school journey. 
 
I would like to farewell you tonight by passing on some words of wisdom that I believe will help set you all up for success.  
 
If there is one piece of advice I could super-glue to every Year 7 tonight so that it was front and centre of their thinking for the next 5 
years of schooling, it would be to protect your good name and reputation. It is a slow process to build your reputation up, but it can be 
lost in a moment. I therefore urge you to be constantly aware of your own dignity and precious individuality. Don’t easily give away 
what you will never get back. Protect your name and reputation as you would your most prized possession. A good name will open 
many doors for you both while you are at school and beyond.  
 
A poor reputation will haunt you and restrict you in ways you might never be aware of until the damage is done. That is particularly so 
now with social media and its capacity to record every foolish decision you might make and keep it stored ‘somewhere’ forever, 
something that many of us adults never had to contend with when we were your age.  
 
Right from the beginning of Year 8, start about purposefully building up a good reputation with your family, your classmates, your 
teachers and other significant people in the school community.  
 
These are some of the ways you can build up a good reputation once you get to high school:  
 
Be kind – it is the best reputation to have and far outlives any short term fame based on looks or achievement. 
 
Be sincere – a reputation of being false will damage your credibility. Don’t try to be too “cool”. The energy you put into creating a false 
image would be much better spent on just getting out there and being a good friend.  
 
Be honest – Be genuine and truthful. Lying and deceiving will always come back around to haunt you later down the track.  
 
Be positive – the world is better when you look on the bright side and help illuminate the good in yourself and in others with humour 
and optimism.  
 
Be encouraging of others – if you want the best for others- people will recognise this fine quality and reciprocate it to you.  
 
You have been a great team – remember to be the ‘best version’ of yourself. 
 
So congratulations to the teachers and everyone else who helped our graduates reach here today, congratulations to the parents, and 
finally, a massive congratulations to all of the graduates 
 
Louisa Guest 
Principal 
Wednesday 12th December 2018 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 



GOVERNING COUNCIL  

 

“On behalf of the Governing Council we would like to thank all of the staff for supporting the students and Goolwa community over the 
past year. This year we have seen so many wonderful activities occur at the school such as sports day, discos, Kenmore Park trip and 
the schools biennual musical showcase. This was an absolutely fantastic event in which the students showed great initiative in using 
recycled materials to make music. It was lovely to see so many families, and extended family, support the students, and this event. 
Next year will be the Twilight Fair, another fabulous event which I am sure we will see everyone support. These events are not possible 
without the wonderful support of all staff at Goolwa Primary School, students and families. 
 

We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and thank those teachers who may be leaving us for their contributions 
throughout 2018, and look forward to seeing everyone again in 2019.” 
 

Michelle Foster 
Governing Council Chairperson 
 

 

 

HANDMADE DECORATIONS  

 

Thank you to our wonderful students and amazing SSO’s who decorated our lobby in the Administration building with a handmade 
Christmas tree. We hope they have made some more for their own families. They look fantastic. 

 

     
 
 

SCHOOL REMINDERS 

 

Office Hours 
Monday  17th Dec  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
Tuesday  18th Dec  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
Wedneday 19th Dec  8:45 – 12:00  2:00 – 3:30 
Thursday  20st Dec  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
Friday    21nd Dec  8:45 – 12:00 
 

Monday 24th December to Friday 18th January – Closed 
 

Monday  21st Jan  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
Tuesday  22nd Jan  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
Wednesday 23rd Jan  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
Thursday  24th Jan  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
Friday   25th Jan  8:45 – 12:30  1:30 – 3:30 
 

Monday  28th Jan  Closed – Public Holiday 
Tuesday   29th Jan Term 1 commences and normal office hours commence 8:30 – 4:00pm. 
 

For any enquiries please phone the school on 8555 2261 and leave a message or 0408 856 450. 
 

Absences 
All absences from school must be explained by the parent/caregiver. Discussion with the teacher, notes in the diary, message on 
skoolbag app or phone call to the front office are the best ways to explain student absences. Letters are regularly sent home to ask for 
explanations, please complete the slip at the bottom of the letter and send back to the front office asap. 
 

Disability Funding Model 

Disability funding model simplified - Students with disabilities are set to have easier access to the help they need, with the State 
Government announcing a new model for supporting mainstream students and preschoolers with a disability. Please see the following link 
for further information. 
 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/department/media-centre/news/disability-funding-model-simplified  

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/department/media-centre/news/disability-funding-model-simplified
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AWARDS 
 

Terrific Kids - Congratulations Mia T, Riley M, Mahli and Nathaniel who received Terrific Kids awards at 
assembly. Terrific Kids awards are presented by Mr Peter Staniford at the end of each term to students for 
demonstrating positive attitude, good character and responsible citizenship. 
 

School Leaders – Congratulations to Charlee and Jett who are our 2019 School Leaders. Thanks to 
Mayor Keith Parkes who attended our assembly. 
 
Peace Prize – Congratulations to Latisha, Jay and Tahlia who won prizes in the Lions Peace Poster 
contest. 
 
 
Congratulations to the following students who received awards at assembly. 
 

Room 1 
 Isabella - being a co-operative student and works well in group situations. 

 Eli - working to his full potential in all areas of the curriculum. 
 

Room 2 
 Liam - his passion in learning mathematics and teaching his peers. 

 Kayla - her amazingly creative books, including imaginative stories and illustrations. 
 

Room 3 
 Yasmin and Grace - always staying behind to help pack up. 
 

Room 4 
 Chris and Savanna - for using our school values on the Zoo excursion. 
 

Room 9 
 Danny and Mia - for a fantastic passion project presentation. 
 

Room 10 
 Ebony - providing valuable feedback to her classmates during HASS presentations. 

 Oscar S - always working to his potential in all areas of the curriculum. 
 

Room 13 

 Ruby B - putting in extra effort on her Geography work. 

 Declan - for always thinking of others and helping friends with their work. 
 

Room 14 
 Alyssa - always being kind to her friends. 

 Amber - working hard to improve her writing. 
 
 
 

 
 

Early dismissal 
Friday 14 December at 2.15pm. 

 
 

We wish you all a happy, healthy and joyous holiday break and look forward to seeing you for another wonderufl 
year of learning on Tuesday 29 January 2019. 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

2018 PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE  

 

 

This year a total of 298 students from Goolwa Primary School 
successfully completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge, a fantastic 
result that saw our School Leaders Jack and Jordyn attend the Premier’s 
Reading Reception to meet and receive books from the Premier Steven 
Marshall. The Premier asked Jack and Jordyn, ‘What are they feeding 
you down there at Goolwa, you are both tall?’ Jack answered, ‘Chicken 
snitty!’. Later during the proceedings the Premier was overheard saying 
next time he’s in Goolwa he must have a ‘chicken snitty’.   
 
45 students participated for a second year and received a Bronze medal, 
44 students received Silver, 37 Gold, 47 Champion participated for the 
first time and received a Certificate signed by our Premier Steven 
Marshall. 47 medals for participating for 5 years, 35 Legend medals, 23 
Hall of Fame medals, 18 students received a Hall of Fame Reader for Life 
8 years Certificate and 2 students, Grace and Tahlia, each received a 
Hall of Fame Reader for Life 9 years Certificate. Congratulations to all! 
 
Reading regularly helps you become a better reader. Numerous studies 
indicate that students who don’t read or read infrequently during the 
holiday period see their reading abilities stagnate or decline. To ensure you child is not in danger of the ‘summer slide’ encourage your 
child/ren to read. The best ways to avoid becoming a ‘rusty reader’ is to read every day – visit the Alexandrina Library and join, it’s 
FREE! Make an early start on the 2019 Reading Challenge as I’ll be encouraging all students to take up the Challenge in 2019 and to 
continue on the journey of becoming a reader for life. 
 
Jean Waddington 
Coordinator Premier’s Reading Challenge 
 

2018 ICAS INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND ASSESSMENTS 
FOR SCHOOL RESULTS  

 

 

Two of our students chose to participate in ICAS this year. Odin sat the Digital Technologies 
Assessment and received a Distinction Certificate, the Science Assessment and received a 
Merit Certificate and the Mathematics Assessment and received a Participation Certificate. Edie 
sat the Digital Technologies Assessment and received a Merit Certificate, the Science, Spelling 
and Writing Assessments where she received Participation Certificates. 
 
Jean Waddington 
ICAS Coordinator 

 
 
 

 

2018 SAPSASA TENNIS 

 

 
 
 
“At the start of term four I went to a trial to get into the Southern Fleurieu tennis team. There was 8 
girls and 12 boys trying out. Only 6 girls and 6 boys could be chosen. I successfully made it into the 
team and after that we had about 3 weeks of training. We went to Henley Beach to compete in the 
week long competition. We played 6 singles and 6 doubles matches. Overall it was great fun my team 
came 3rd out of nine.” 
By Jessica J 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



YEAR 6/7 AQUATICS 

 

In weeks 8 and 9 of this term our Year 6/7 students from Rooms 6, 7 and 9 participated in Aquatics! We went to Encounter Lakes and 
Franklin Island for water sports. In the morning, we split into two groups. One group goes for a kayak around the lake, while the other 
group learns about water safety and practices water rescues. Alternatively, if the weather is calm and doesn’t have a strong wind, we 
explore windsurfing. We swap groups after recess so we can all have a go at both activities. After lunch we head down to Franklin 
Island and go snorkelling. We have the opportunity to see and feed the fish! We learnt the basic skills of snorkelling and explored the 
lake with a buddy. 
 

Unfortunately due to the forecasted weather conditions the original planned activities had to be changed. On the last day of school, we 
have our last day of aquatics at the Fleurieu Aquatic Centre. We have a great time at aquatics and recommend it for all Year 6/7 
students. We thank Victor Harbour Aquatic instructors and Goolwa Primary School staff for organising these days. 
 

   
 

“It was really fun and entertaining.” 
By Hayley 
 

“When you go to aquatics it’s really fun to try new things even if they are scary!” 
By Jess J 
 

“I really enjoyed the kayaking.” 
By Jay 
 

“It was really fun and I would do it again!” 
By Josh B 
 

   
 

 
Lions International Peace Poster 

Contest 

 “KINDNESS MATTERS” 

The Lions International Peace Poster Contest is a program that works 
with communities to stress the importance of peace, tolerance and 
international understanding. The contest encourages young people aged 
11-13 to think about peace, and creatively express what it means to 
them and to share their own unique visions with the world.  
The theme this year was “Kindness Matters’. Members of the Lions Club 
of Goolwa judged the entries. Joint winners were Jay and Latisha with 
Tahlia’s poster runner up. Well done to all students who participated.  
  



 

ROOM 16 

 

Artwork about their swimming and water safety lessons from students in Room 16 – so many future artists! 
 

     
 

     
 

     
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 


